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15th June 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent / Carer 

 

I am writing to update you on some of the recent COVID-19 developments affecting schools.  

 

Recent Government Announcement on Wider School Reopening  

On Tuesday 9th June, the government announced that primary schools will not be expected to welcome 

back all pupils before the summer holidays. However, schools that have the capacity to take in more pupils 

have been encouraged to do so. As we do not have any more information at this stage, we have asked our 

schools to remain operating as they are now, and to not to make any changes to their current provision 

until further detailed guidance is issued by the government.    

 

We are mindful that both Park Lane and New Road schools met the government’s expectation to reopen 

for Reception, Year One and Year Six on 1st June, but this meant committing all of their resources. 

Unfortunately, we do not have the space nor the levels of staffing available to open to all year groups 

under the current government guidance.  Admitting further children under current conditions is likely to 

take considerable additional resources and coordination at a national and local level, and this needs to be 

worked through before individual schools can begin to make their own plans for a fuller reopening.  

 

The senior staff at both schools and I will review the situation on an ongoing basis, and will offer 

additional places to pupils wherever possible. We will keep you up to date as these plans are developed.  

 

Year 6 to 7 Transition  

We are currently making arrangements for the transition of Year 6 pupils to secondary school. Primary 

leaders are working closely with their secondary colleagues to make arrangements that best fit local needs 

and I know that Mr Cooper, the Year Leader for Year 7 at Sir Harry Smith Community College, has been 

in contact with both New Road and Park Lane about transition. Ensuring that pupils stay safe during this 

process will, of course, be the number one priority.  

 

Primary schools will transfer information about pupils in the usual way, so that secondary school leaders 

can plan to meet the needs of individual children. Our primary schools will share their predictions about 

pupils’ expected outcomes in the SATs, had those tests taken place.  These predictions will be based upon 

the progress made by individual pupils before the start of the COVID-19 period.   

 

School Capacity and Observing Social Distancing  

As you know, those who are attending school have been placed into protective ‘bubbles’ of up to fifteen 

pupils.  During the school day, pupils do not mix with those in other bubbles.  The bubbles are essential 

to control social distancing and minimise risk, but they mean less people and more space needed.  
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Unfortunately, this means schools may not find it possible to accommodate every pupil 

who wants to attend.   

 

I appreciate this may mean some parents cannot send their children to school at this point, and until 

guidance changes, schools will be limited in their capacity to provide education for every child in school.  

Importantly, however, they will continue to support home learning.    

 

Safety at this time is critical, and remains our number one priority. We have worked hard to ensure 

children and staff are protected in school, and we ask that families continue to observe social distancing 

outside of school.  I have advised senior staff to use their discretion and not to admit pupils if they believe 

they have not socially distanced outside of school.  It is vital that we keep our schools a safe place to 

attend for all.    

 

School Opening from September  

At the time of writing, it is difficult to be certain about what will happen in September. Clearly, the 

government hopes that it will be possible for all pupils to be in school from the start of the 2020-2021 

academic year, but it is likely to proceed with caution.   

 

When I am in a position to offer parents further clarity on these or any other relevant matters, I shall write 

to you again. Meanwhile, may I take this opportunity to thank you for everything you are doing and for 

your continued support during this difficult period.   

  

Yours sincerely  

 

 
Jonathan Digby 

Aspire Learning Trust 

 

mailto:office@aspirelearningtrust.org

